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Cdr. Michael J. Hanlon, JN
Hi Everyone,
It has been a very interesting winter, but fairly appropriate since we live in
New England! One day is a blizzard, the next is setting high temperature
records! But it has been a very exciting time as well!
We are once again reinvigorated, offering boating courses to the public and
our membership! The popular Engine Maintenance Course will begin on
March 8th at the Westwood Council on Aging, as well as (2) ABC courses
scheduled to begin on March 16th and April 25th both at the Walpole
Library. We are also hopeful to also be offering Boat Handling, a series of
(5) Seminars in the near future. Stay tuned!
The New England Boat Show returned this year, which is a step in the right
direction to getting back to the new normal. It was great to see so many
people looking at the new models and hopeful that spring will be coming
soon!
I am also very excited to say that we will be having our first District 34
Conference once again at the Fairfield Inn & Suites by Marriott in New
Bedford, on March 18th-19th. The weekend will be filled with speakers,
education updates and opportunities as well as meeting the incoming Chief
Commander, Craig Fraser. This will also be a great opportunity to know
many of the other Clubs and members that have merged to create District
34!
And finally, the Yankee Swap Dinner is once again on! I look forward to
seeing everyone at our Annual Meeting on Thursday, March 10th! It has
been a crazy winter, but encouraged that we are getting to gather once
again with our friends!
Fair winds and following seas,
Cdr Michael J. Hanlon, JN

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons®

View from the Blue

Executive Officer’s Message
Lt/C David F. Albanese, S
Greetings everyone!
I trust everyone is well as we head into the home stretch of winter! Just being at the New England Boat Show
(staffing our booth) was a sure harbinger of the boating season just around the corner. We were able to get a lot of
interest in our educational courses.
This made think of how lucky we are to be able to take these courses so easily. I recently spent a week in the
Islamorada in the Florida Keys. Of course, I had to rent a boat! As I stood in line with other folks on vacation to
pick up their vessels, I watched as they and got the "brief" instruction from the proprietors. It was obvious that most
of these people had no idea what they were doing....didn't know the equipment on board, didn't know the rules of the
road, let alone anything about boat handling. Not that these were expensive complicated boats, but they were 24'
center consoles with fairly big engines. Not usually what someone without any boating knowledge just hops on
board and drives away on like a car.
When it was my turn, I got on board and checked all the systems. I think they were weren't expecting it when I
asked them what their call sign was, as the placard by the VHF said they monitored Channel 12. They said not to
worry about that as the radio didn't work! Just use my cell phone. Cycling through the switches I found that the horn
didn't work (not to worry they said as they gave me a portable airhorn) and the nav lights didn't work (again not to
worry as I had to have the boat back by 5:00 PM, before it got dark). I went through the safety gear and asked for the
PFDs and they pointed to the compartment under the cushions on the bow. They were ready to cast me off when I
told them to wait. I heard Joe Kelliher in my mind as I said I wanted everybody in our party to put on their PFD and
fit it to them before we left the dock. They looked at me like I had three heads. Luckily they were different colors so
we knew whose was whose.
I didn't know the waters but I was able to view a chart online, and the boat had a GPS, which worked, oddly enough.
I found where we could go safely and planned our trip which included a few hours at a local sandbar and some
tarpon fishing. Not much of a tide change so the depths remained fairly constant.
We were able to get underway and we had a wonderful time! The Florida Keys are beautiful and the weather was
great. I guess the moral of this little tale is that sometimes we, as USPS members, take our maritime knowledge and
skills for granted. There are many that think operating a boat is the same as driving a car. Hopefully, we'll get a
bunch of folks that visited our booth at the boat show to take our courses.
See you all at the March meeting,
Dave Albanese, P

Administrative Officer’s Message
Lt/C James P. Andersen, Jr., N
Hello all,
OK, so we had a bit of a Covid hiccup with our January meeting, but we now feel pretty comfortable that
we can finally meet in person again. And given the importance of our infamous Yankee Swap event each
year, we couldn’t let another year go by without it. So our March meeting will be all about our Annual
Meeting where we elect our officers AND….

Continued on next page ...
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Administrative Officer’s Message … Continued
IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! – Are you ready to clear out your attic again? It’s been a couple of years
now but I think we all agree that it is about time to head on up to Grandma’s attic and dust off some of
those gems that haven’t seen the light of day for a long while. We’ll be
kicking off 2022 with our YANKEE SWAP, hosted once again by our new
District 34 Commander, Joe Kelliher. It’s a 2-fer. New District and New
Commander. You’ll want to mark your calendar for Thursday, March 10th
(second Thursday in March) at 1830 (cocktails) and 1900 (dinner and
business meeting) at the American Legion Hall in Dedham, MA. Please refer
to the announcement later in the VFB with the details of how to sign up. Or simply click here or enter
this URL into your web browser to sign up https://bit.ly/cheapskateswap
BOAT SHOW WAS A HUGE SUCCESS For those who missed it, you
missed a good one. This year’s Boston Boat Show was a huge success,
thanks in great part to the tireless work of our District’s Boat Show
organizers, Joe and Mary Frawley. They brought America’s Boating Club
into a whole new level. As you all know, thanks to the vision of our new
District Commander, our District now has the capability of rolling out all
of our courses in a virtual manner (they’re online!). And Joe Frawley
took this opportunity to develop a really cool QR Code so that when you
point your camera at it, it automatically jumps to our District website where they can sign on to our new
courses. He rolled out this QR code at this year’s New England Boat Show at our America’s Boating
Club booth. It surpassed our wildest expectations with over 340 people using this new technology. We
are all anxiously awaiting for the impact it is going to have on future course attendees. Very well done
Joe!!! We can’t thank you enough for all of your hard work, and more importantly, your vision that
brought this year’s boat show to a whole new level.
We on the Bridge are really looking forward to seeing you all at our March dinner event!!!
Fair winds to us all,
Jim Andersen, N

Great Blue Hill Sail & Power Squadron
SPRING 2022 CALENDAR
GBH Membership Dinner Meeting - Legion Hall, Dedham
GBH Executive Committee Meeting - Westwood COA

10 March
7 April

2022
2022

GBH Membership Dinner Meeting - Location - TBD
GBH Executive Committee Meeting - Westwood COA

12 May
2 June

2022
2022
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What treasures did you receive?

Beer holster

Slippers

Cookie Jar

Exorcise your home of these horrible, ugly, crass, and yes, tasteless gifts. But
d
simply toss them out - dump them on your unsuspecting friends at the

12th Annual GBH Cheapskate Swap!
For the uninitiated, you are NOT allowed to buy anything useful. Check the back of the closet,
the garage and the shelf in the basement to find the worst/goofiest/lamest items you own.
Just a couple of rules:
You do not have to join in, BUT TO PARTICIPATE you must bring a gift.
No candles allowed
em.
And, yes, wrap or gift bag each gift so there is no clue as to contents.
Sorry, you must go home with your new treasure!

General meeting Thursday March 10, 2022
American Legion Hall
155 Eastern Avenue, Dedham
1830 social hour 1900 dinner 2000 business meeting 2030 Frivolity
And there is a sumptuous dinner too. Dinner is only $25 but only if you make your reservations by
money; we just want
you to register on time!!
Click here to register: https://bit.ly/cheapskateswap
Or you can email your attendance to AO Jim Andersen at
james.andersenjr@outlook.com and then pay at the door.
We would much prefer that you register through the link above.
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Your Boat Needs a Coast Guard
Vessel Safety Check (VSC)
It is a FREE Service of the Americas Boating Club to have your vessel’s safety
equipment examined by a U.S. Coast Guard certified Vessel Examiner of the
United States Power Squadrons.
If your vessel is properly equipped, you will be awarded the current Vessel Safety Check Decal to display
on your vessel. This is the same Safety Check Decal issued by the U.S. Coast Guard and the Coast Guard
Auxiliary.
Display of the Decal will NOT guarantee you will not be boarded, but it will show that your boat has
passed a recent Safety Examination.
You will also have peace of mind knowing you have the required equipment in an emergency and know
where it’s located in the event you need it or are inspected by boating law enforcement.
If your boat does not pass the Safety Examination you will be given a list of the equipment that needs to
be improved and also discount coupons to West Marine for the Safety Equipment you may need.
There are NO fines, or penalties, or reports to any other agency of your examination not passing.

To get your Vessel Safety Check - Contact:
Capt. Jeff Gardiner
Vessel Examiner
Phone: 617-416-2388
Email:
jeffg@erols.com

Carole Falcone
Vessel Examiner
Phone: 781-769-7279
Email:
cafalcone@verizon.net

Joe Frawley
Vessel Examiner
Phone: 617 212-0103
Email:
jfrawley928@gmail.com

or go to:
www.safetyseal.net

“Boat Smart from the Start
with a
Vessel Safety Check!”
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Have we got a deal for you!!
District 34 Conference
New Bedford Fairfield Inn
Friday 3/18 and Sat. 3/19/2022
Here is just
FREE cocktail reception, Friday night at the Fairfield Inn
Coffee and pastries during Saturday morning registration
Saturday morning presentations:
Our new Chief Commander Craig Fraser will address us
and take your questions!
Craig Fraser

Buffet lunch

included!
Photographer/author David Zapatka describes
the
effort required to create the remarkable time
lapse
images of lighthouses, at night, surrounded by
the
stars. He is about a third of his way to his goal of
photgraphing all 800 + in the U.S. His two beautiful books
will be on sale. A great gift for almost anyone!!
Retired National Weather Service meteorologist, Bob
Thompson, Extreme weather, past , present and future.
What will
our future look like?
FREE attitude adjustment hour, Saturday early evening at the Fairfield Inn.

As a thank you for being a loyal member during these difficult
years we are offering you two cocktail parties, lunch and an
event filled conference, all for only

$25.00!!

Plus Visit the NB Whaling Museum, NB Fort Tabor and Museum,
the Fishing Heritage Center & many more local attractions nearby.

Rooms can be reserved at a special rate until Friday 02/25/2022.
For full agenda, registration and more information go to https://abc-d34.org .
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Great Blue Hill Needs Your Help
by Cdr Michael Hanlon, JN
Hi Everyone,
As many of you know, our District Commander, Joe Kelliher, has been working feverishly to bring teaching
back to our Americas Boating Clubs. One of his most important goals, is to have local Clubs bring teaching
materials in person to students who have signed up for courses in our area.
I have included below an excerpt from a recent District 34 Meeting Agenda so you might better understand
what this job would entail, and our mission of teaching and bringing in more members.
From District 34 Meeting:
Club ground work
In exchange for being able to say that your club offers an extensive class menu, most of which your club
does not have to teach, we need you to do your part. This is more important than any other change we will
discuss today.
·
As students sign up for ABC or advanced courses club members meet them, deliver text books, get to
know them, “schmooze” with them.
·
Stay in touch during course, administer test, encourage them to take more classes, encourage them to
join your club.
·

Joan Croft has agreed to provide a simple “how to recruit” plan. Emphasis on simple.

·

Commitment from your club is crucial to gaining members.

I am looking for 2-3 people that would be willing to drive to a new Students home, drop off Course
Materials, introduce yourself and our Club as well as offering support to them throughout their course.
These Students may be taking courses at another Club, but this gives us a chance to introduce local students
to our Club.
Please send me an Email at solsticesailing92@comcast.net if you are interested.
As with all of the new marketing of our courses, we may need to bring materials to local students. Thank
you for your consideration!
Best regards,
Cdr Michael Hanlon, JN
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Start Here

WWW.USCGBOATING.ORG
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SAFE BOATING TIPS

BE CREATIVE
and
Save a Life!

Be cautious of tides and depth when
you tie up.
You could be left “High” and “Dry”!

Get to a safe harbor
in a Hurricane!
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Thank You to our Generous Sponsors for 2021 - 2022!

Chris & Lynn Jones
1400 Santuit-Newtown Road
Cotuit, MA 02635
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View From The Blue
Great Blue Hill Sail & Power Squadron
A Non-Profit Organization

398 Central Avenue
Needham, MA 02494-1777
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