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Hi Everyone, 
I hope everyone one is doing well and enjoyed spending time with family and 
friends during the holidays.  We are all by now well into the offseason boat 
projects, as well as planning to go to warmer and colder climes to occupy us until 
we are back on the water come Spring! 
I was very happy to see so many familiar faces at our recent in-person Member 
Meeting a few weeks ago!  It was the first steps to gathering again with our GBH 
Family in a way that was so rewarding.  Lots of catching up with one another was 
the theme of the night!  P/D/C Richard Terry did a terrific presentation of 
seamanship on how just ONE tiny part can wreak havoc on a boat during a cruise 
from North Carolina to Boston!  I cannot wait to see everyone again in January! 
Our Admin Officer Jim Andersen is working hard on upcoming Member Meetings 
that will be interesting, fun and informative!  Such as the famous Yankee Swap!  
Stay tuned! 
Our new District 34 Commander Joe Kelliher has a plan that he has worked 
tirelessly on to get us teaching and taking courses once again!  Search Engine 
Optimization (SEO), you will be hearing this phrase a lot, as this is how will be 
marketing to our geographic area of potential members/students online.  
Whenever someone does a search online for “boating class”, the GBH Website 
will be the first item identified.  Giving us an opportunity to show our course 
offerings and hopefully get new students for our courses! 
In addition, in the near future, all D34 squadrons will have access to all courses/
seminars offered in our district, and listed on each squadron’s website as part of 
our education courses offered.  Many of these courses can be taken in-person, 
remotely via zoom or a hybrid.  We are excited for the future with these initiatives 
to assist in getting new students and members as part of Americas Boating Club 
family! 
 I can hardly believe that another year is coming to an end.  Time flies when you 
are having fun! 
Fair winds and following seas, 

Cdr Michael J. Hanlon, JN 

America’s Boating Club® and logo are trademarks of the United States Power Squadrons®
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Administrative Officer’s Message  
Lt/C James P. Andersen, Jr., N

Executive Officer’s Message  
Lt/C David F. Albanese, S

Greetings everyone!   
Happy Holidays GBH!  I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and will enjoy a wonderful Christmas season.  It 
was a pleasure to see you all at our November meeting...our first in-person meeting in over a year!  Rich Terry's 
presentation was excellent and there were some valuable lessons to be learned. 
Now that we all have our boats wrapped up for the winter, we can think about what we need to do to get ready for 
next season. Now that we've merged with District 14 to become District 34, there are a multitude of courses being 
offered online and in person.  The District website has a schedule of all available courses. The winter months are a 
great time to catch up on your boating education.  For me, it also keeps me in a nautical mindset during the cold 
months that my boat is laid up. 
I hope everyone has a joyous and healthy Holiday season.  Here's to a better 2022 where we can do all the things that 
we've missed as a Squadron! 

Fair winds and following seas, 
Dave Albanese, P 

Continued on next page ...

Hello all, 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! – Are you ready to clear out your attic again?  It’s been a couple of 
years now but I think we all agree that it is about time to head on up to 
Grandma’s attic and dust off some of those gems that haven’t seen the light of 
day for a long .  We’ll be kicking off 2022 with our YANKEE SWAP, hosted once 
again by our new District 34 Commander, Joe Kelliher.  It’s a 2-fer.  New District 
and New Commander.  You’ll want to mark your calendar for Thursday, January 
13th (second Thursday in January) at 1830 (cocktails) and 1900 (dinner and business meeting) at 
the American Legion Hall in Dedham, MA.  Please refer to the announcement later in the VFB 

with the details of how to sign up.   

WINDJAMMIN’  For those who missed it, you missed a good one.  Last 
September, 36 of our most hearty souls, district wide, experienced late 19th 
century at its best.  We hopped on board two windjammers in Camden, ME for 
the cruise of a lifetime.  OK, well that might be a bit of an exageration.  While 
the sailing was to die for…perfect early Fall conditions, we learned that the 
problem with late 19th century sailing was the late 20th century (the boats were 
updated) accommodations.  Only the heartiest among us would repeat the trip (I 
for one), but most may want to opt for a more luxurious version of a cruise to 
the Bahamas next time.  Take a look at the article in this View from the Blue for 
more details, and a great video of our adventure. 
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HOW EASY IT IS TO SINK A BOAT -  

Our first dinner meeting this Fall was a big success.  35 of us gathered to sign 
the logbook at the American Legion Hall after 18 long months apart.  We 
dined on Italian fare of chicken parm, meatballs and pasta and finally got to 
enjoy each others’ company once again.  We were also glued to our chairs 
with a fascinating presentation by our own Rich Terry SN, as he walked us 
through how easy it is to sink a boat.  We learned that the devil is in the 
details, and that a tiny, insignificant missing part can make the difference 

between keeping your boat afloat and sending it to Davey Jones’ locker.  It was also comforting to know how 
important it was to have a competent and capable captain and crew who calmly and adeptly handled this 
challenge.  Well done with this presentation Rich (with a really big thanks to our own Captain Jeff Gardner 
who lead the crew on this exciting adventure).  I’m really looking forward to future presentations.   

YOU COME FOR THE EDUCATION, BUT STAY FOR THE FRIENDS.  -  

Stay tuned for an announcement from our new District 34 Commander, Joe Kelliher.  I know this is a bit of a 
spoiler alert, but Joe has some really exciting plans that will be using some state of the art marketing 
techniques to both drum up interest and support for future District-wide and Squadron courses as well as a 
source for new members.  Our Squadron is solidly behind the plan and is putting our money where our mouth 
is.  I’ll leave the rest to Joe.  But plan on being excited! 

Looking forward to seeing you all in January!!! 

Fair winds to us all,  
Jim Andersen, N 

Great Blue Hill Sail & Power Squadron 
WINTER 2022 CALENDAR 

GBH Membership Dinner Meeting - Legion Hall, Dedham   13 January 2022
GBH Executive Committee Meeting - Westwood COA   3 February 2022
New England Boat Show, Boston 16 - 20 February 2022
GBH Membership Dinner Meeting - Location - TBD   10 March 2022
GBH Executive Committee Meeting - Westwood COA   7 April 2022

Administrative Officer’s Message … Continued
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Continued on next page ...

 

What treasures did you receive? 
 

Exorcise your home of these horrible, ugly, crass, and yes, tasteless gifts. 
But don’t simply toss them out - dump them on your unsuspecting 

friends at the 

12th Annual GBH Cheapskate Swap! 
 

For the uninitiated, you are NOT allowed to buy anything useful. Check the back of the closet, 
the garage and the shelf in the basement to find the worst/goofiest/lamest items you own.   
 

Just a couple of rules: 
 

• You do not have to join in, BUT TO PARTICIPATE you must bring a gift. 
• No candles allowed, that’s way too easy and we will end up with 20 of them.  
• And, yes, wrap or gift bag each gift so there is no clue as to contents. 
• Sorry, you must go home with your new treasure! 

 
General Meeting - Thursday January 13, 2022 

American Legion Hall 
155 Eastern Avenue, Dedham 

1830 social hour - 1900 dinner - 2000 business meeting - 2030 Frivolity 
 
And there is a sumptuous dinner too. Dinner is only $25, but only if you make 
your reservations by Sunday, January 9. After Sunday the price is $30. We 
don’t really want the extra money; we just want you to register on time so we 
can give the caterer the proper count!!   

       Click here to register: https://bit.ly/GBHSwap 
 

Or you can email your attendance to AO Jim Andersen at 
 james.andersenjr@outlook.com and then pay at the door.   
We would much prefer that you register through the link above. 

 

Beer holster Slippers Cookie Jar 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-NC 
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What? District 34? Where is District 12? 
by Joe Kelliher, AP 

Because you may not have attended my May COW on Zoom, joined the Windjammer cruise, been to the Maine Fall 
Conference or attended our dinner meeting on the 17th, it is possible that you don’t know that we have merged with 
District 14 (Cape Cod and RI) we are now District 34. Here is a synopsis of how we got here. 

For three or more years ago, serious discussions started to merge our Districts. Both had a few active squadrons, 
about the same number of members and money, but both had declining membership. In 2019 all the Clubs voted to 
merge with the election of a bridge and passage of new By-Laws at the spring 2020 COW and conference in New 
Bedford. Covid snuffed out that conference and everything went into hibernation. 

Last May I became the Cdr. of District 12 knowing that we needed to re-start the merger. We received approval at 
the September Governing Board in Raleigh, our new By-Laws received preliminary approval from National and at 
the October Tri-District Conference in Rockport, Maine we voted in a new Bridge and approved adoption of the 
By-Laws. We came away as District 34, America’ Boating Club – Southeastern New England.  

So why D34? We did not want to become D14, and our Cape Cod brethren did not want to become D12. National 
said our only other choice was to become the next number available. As there have been 33 districts the next 
number could only be 34. And here we are! We are still GBH and all D12 and D14 district records are now archived 
at National. Those records did not go away. You still have all of your merit marks. Our new District has between 
900 to 1000 members. Any questions or comment, please call or email me!  

Thanks. 
Joe Kelliher, AP 
D34 Commander 
508 446 7957 

GBH Members enjoying a few 
sunny October days on 

Nantucket.  

L to R: Janet and Peter Wardwell, Marc and 
Kathy Wall, Leslie and Bob Lincoln, and 

Diana Marsh and Craig Tyrie. 
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Our decades of experience as a 
recreational boat insurer means 
that here at GEICO/BoatU.S. 
Marine Insurance, our in-house 

experts know that things like leaking 
thru-hulls and sloppy electrical work are 
what often lead to insurance claims. But 
we also see too many claims that could 
have been avoided by improving the skills 
of the operator. To see what we mean, try 
answering these quick quiz questions:

1. What is the safest thing to do for some-
one suspected of having hypothermia?

a. Give them a warm alcoholic beverage
b. Massage the body to circulate blood
c. Get immediate medical attention
d. Apply hot towels to the head to thin  

the blood
2. How does alcohol use affect boat  

92 |  BoatU.S. Magazine DECEMBER 2019
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operators or passengers?
a. Physical reactions become slower
b. Depth perception becomes sharper
c. Reasoning ability becomes quicker
d. Balance and sense of direction improve

3. Which of the following is considered  
a safe refueling practice?
a. Closing all hatches and doors  

while  refueling
b. Turning your key on to operate  

the fuel gauge
c. Sending all passengers below  

while  refueling
d. Using the hands-free automatic shutoff  

to avoid spills

4. U.S. Coast Guard regulations require 
that a 14-foot powerboat carry which  
of the following items between sunset 
and sunrise?

a. Power horn and bell

The GEICO/BoatU.S. Marine 
Insurance claims files are 
full of incidents that likely 
could have been avoided 
by spending a little time 
upgrading … the skipper!

BY CHARLES FORT

7 ways to 
avoid boating 
accidents 
next season

Above: On-water 
training courses 
are a great way 
to learn or refresh 
skills. Opposite: 
BoatU.S. offers 
more than 100  
free videos.
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What we’ve learned from our Marine Insurance claim files

b. Garbage placards
c. Navigation lights
d. Navigation handbook

5. Which of the following is a  
requirement for life jackets?
a. They must be properly sized for the 

intended wearer
b. They must be stored safely in a  

watertight bag
c. They must provide miles-per-hour impact
d. They must be orange or other highly 

 visible color

6. Which of the following is recommended 
when docking with wind and the current?
a. Whenever possible, approach the dock 

with the wind and the current
b. Have your fenders and docklines ready 

before you approach the dock
c. Have crew positioned to physically fend 

off the dock
d. Prepare two docklines; any more than 

that will get tangled

ANSWERS: 1: C, 2: A, 3: A, 4: C, 5: A, 6: B

How’d you do? Those were based on 
some simple sample questions asked in our 
BoatU.S. Foundation Safety Course, most 
based on real-life situations that resulted 
in real accidents found in our claims files. 
This winter, as you’re thinking of projects 
for next year, consider adding the follow-
ing simple items to improve your skills. 
You’ll reduce your risk of accidents and 
become a better and safer boater. 
1. Challenge your knowledge
Last spring, an inexperienced boater took 
eight fishing buddies out in his new boat 
on Pamlico Sound. Unfortunately, the 
boat was only rated to carry six and, in 
what was described as fairly calm waters, 
the boat capsized, throwing the men in 
the water. Worse, there were only life 
jackets for four. The men survived by 
clinging to the upturned boat until res-
cued. If the water had been a little colder, 
the story could have had a tragic ending. 

U.S. Coast Guard statistics show that 

in accidents that involve injuries or fatali-
ties, the majority of operators had no for-
mal boating education. By contrast, only 
6% of fatalities involved operators who 
had taken a state-approved online boat-
ing safety course. Do the math and you’ll 
see why taking a course can make you a 
safer boater. Free online boating safety 
courses that meet requirements for most 
states are available from our BoatU.S. 
Foundation. Take it a step further and 
check out the Foundation’s other courses, 
including Weather for Boaters, AIS for 

Boaters, Propane Systems on your Boat, 
and even Learn to Sail. In all, there are 
14 more courses in addition to the state 
approved training. (BoatUS.org/Free)

Other organizations offering training 
include the U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
which includes courses for children, knot-
tying, and more. America’s Boating Club  
(formerly U.S. Power Squadrons) offers 
classroom instruction on subjects such as 
piloting as well as engine maintenance 
and electrical-system courses. If you really 
want to dig deep into the systems on 
your boat, the American Boat & Yacht 
Council (ABYC) offers advanced courses 
like outboard and sterndrive corrosion 
and propeller selection and sizing.
2. Hone your on-the-water skills
Last time we looked at our top 10 insur-
ance claims, collisions came in at No. 3. 

While many collisions are serious, such as 
a few high-profile ones in the 2019 sea-
son that ended in fatalities, most are low-
speed encounters with a dock or another 
boat while maneuvering, often caused 
by inexperience at the helm. Most of us 
took driver’s ed to learn to drive a car and 
hopefully not hit things in a parking lot, 
but there’s been no such thing for boaters. 

Until now. Here’s an easy way to get 
some hands-on training with experts 
in order to fine-tune your maneuvering 
skills. BoatU.S. offers on-water pow-

erboat training 
courses at loca-
tions around the 
country. Courses 
include Intro to 
Boating (for both 
s i n g l e - e n g i n e 
and twin-screw 
vessels), Women 
Making Waves 
(same as Intro 
to Boating, but 
for female stu-
dents only), and 

Precision Docking and Boat Handling. 
Courses are typically three hours long 
and affordably priced around $149 per 
person. Boats and safety gear are included 
in the cost of all courses. 

The Precision Docking and Boat 
Handling course covers 180-degree 
turnarounds, docking on both port and 
starboard sides, departing from a dock, 
and how to use the SCAN (Search, 
C o n c e n t r a t e , 
Analyze, and 
Negotiate) meth-
od to anticipate 
and avoid poten-
tial collision situ-
ations. Class sizes 
are limited to 
four students per 
vessel, ensuring 
students gets suf-

Visit BoatUS.
org/Free to 
take our free 
state-specific 
online safety 
course.

ONLINE 
EXTRA
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ficient time at the helm under the watch-
ful eye of a U.S. Coast Guard-certified 
instructor. (BoatUS.org/On-Water)
3. Kick back and watch videos
A recent insurance claim came from the 
new owner of a 34-foot single-engine 
trawler who turned down a long, narrow 
fairway in an unfamiliar marina, looking 
for a transient slip. At the end, the skipper 
realized he was in the wrong part of the 
marina and needed to turn around. Never 
having done it before, he tried spinning 
the boat around with a flurry of wheel 
and too much throttle. Before he’d gotten 
out of the fairway, five boats had received 
varying amounts of damage. 

If you can’t take a hands-on course, 
you can still visit our YouTube channel for 
our (free) comprehensive library of more 
than 100 BoatU.S. videos on nearly every 
boating subject – including exactly how 
to make a pivot turn in a marina. They’re 
concise and educational, and presented by 
our own experts – BoatU.S. editors and 
instructors who are knowledgeable, clear 
teachers. (YouTube.com/BoatUS)
4. Stay out of hot water
If you’re like most of us, you’ve got 
dozens of boating books in your library. 
When was the last time you opened one? 
With the winter wind blowing, now is a 
good time to take one out and expand 
your knowledge. Chapman Piloting and 
Seamanship is one of the best reference 
books a boater can have, but until you 
read, for example, Chapter 6 on anchor-
ing, or Chapter 11 on rough weather, this 
engrossing book is not helping you.

While the title might sound dry, the 
Amalgamated International and U.S. Inland 
Navigation Rules (commonly known as 
the “Rules of the Road” for boating) covers 
regulations and requirements for boaters, 
with topics such as sound signals, passing 
and overtaking other boats, and required 
safety equipment. (Pop quiz: Does two 
horn blasts from another boat mean they 
want to pass to starboard or port?) In 
fact, if your boat is more than 39 feet 
long, you’re required to have a copy of the 
rules onboard, something that a skipper 
cruising with his family last year in Puget 
Sound on their 45-foot sailboat learned 

after being boarded 
and fined for not 
having one (among 
other things). It’s 
a fantastic refer-
ence if you want to 
review such things 
as when to have a 
lookout (Rule 5), 

regulations for sailing vessels (Rule 12), 
and even the lights used when a boat is 
minesweeping (Rule 27). (Answer: Two 
short blasts means “I intend to leave you 
on my starboard side.” Part of Rule 34)
5. Crack open your manuals
A couple of years ago, our BoatU.S. 
Consumer Affairs department received 
a call from a member wanting to know 
where to buy a manual for his new-to-
him Mercruiser sterndrive. The reason? 
The winter after he bought the boat, he 
winterized it the way he always had on 
his last boat, also a Mercruiser sterndrive. 
But the new engine had two additional 
drains that he overlooked, which caused 
the block to crack over the winter as the 
trapped water froze. That problem could 
have been avoided by reading the manual.

Most of us see the pile of manuals 
that come with our boats and gear, read 
the quick-start summaries, and never 
give it another thought until something 
goes very expensively wrong and it’s too 
late. Well, winter is a great time to pull 
out the manuals for your engine, VHF, 
chartplotter, and more. Learn how to 
use all the features on your radio, radar, 
GPS, and other gear. At best, you’ll learn 
something that saves the day next season; 
at the least, you’ll make sure your boat 
and gear are serviced in accordance with 
manufacturer recommendations and 
remain under warranty.
6. Learn some knots 
While they might not save your life, 
knowing how to tie a few knots and 
hitches might save you a lot of grief. 
Every year, GEICO/BoatU.S. Marine 
Insurance gets several claims for dinghies 
that went missing while being towed, for 
boats that were banged up by dock rash 
when a dockline came off, and for boats 
blown ashore when a mooring pendant let 
loose. What do these claims have in com-
mon? Incorrect or inadequate knot-tying.

Over the years, riggers and seamen 
devised hundreds of knots, bends, hitches, 
and splices, all for good reason. Because 
docklines as well as most of the sail-con-
trol lines on sailboats are made of rope, 
you still need to master a few basic but 
versatile knots to take care of your crew 
and your boat. Making sure a dockline 
stays on the piling with the right hitch 
can help you sleep better at night. Being 
able to tie the right knot, bend, or hitch 
in the dark, quickly, can save your bacon 
time and again. This winter, practice the 
square knot, bowline, clove hitch, sheet 
bend, and reef knot – until you can do 
them at speed with your eyes closed.
7. Take a first-aid course
If one of your guests falls and hits his 
or her head on your boat, would you 
know what to do? How about if one 
of your crew develops heat exhaustion? 
Or has chest pains? Unfortunately, panic 
during these frightening situations, and 
an understandable focus on the injured 
individual, often lead to a cascade of 
other problems. According to our files, 
claims for damage (and sometimes liabili-
ty claims for injuries that weren’t properly 
addressed) result. The more you and your 
crew know about how to treat someone 
who’s hurt, the better. 

Dreaming of summer cruises doesn’t 
usually include fishhook-impaled fingers, 
sunburn, or sprained ankles, but we all 
know stuff happens on the water. Having 
a first-aid kit is great, but you need to 
know how to use what’s in it, and how 
to respond if there’s a medical emergency 
onboard. Having a course under your belt 
will take away much of the stress of an 
emergency as well as make it more likely 
your crew (or you) will quickly recover. 

The Red Cross offers first-aid and 
CPR courses 
around the coun-
try, and you can 
also find American 
Heart Association 
courses specifically 
for boaters that 
cover extras like 
carbon monoxide 
exposure, hypother-
mia, electric shock 
drowning (ESD) 
and seasickness. 

Visit BoatUS.
com/First-Aid-
Kit to learn 
what items 
you should 
have in your 
boat’s first-aid 
kit.

ONLINE 
EXTRA
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Engine Maintenance 
Course 

 
 
 
Course overview:  
 The Engine Maintenance course stresses the diagnosis, care and maintenance 
of modern systems, while also teaching the basics of engine layout and operation. 
Gasoline inboards, outboards, & diesel engines are taught in a way that reinforces 
the common aspects of how engines work.  
 
 
Topics covered:  
 Older engine & systems; Modern engines & systems, with high reliability & 
good performance through the use of computerized systems for fuel delivery & 
engine timing; "Black boxes" that may no longer be serviced by weekend mechanics 
with ordinary tools; Repairs that do-it-yourselfers can still perform; How to diagnose 
problems that might be beyond your ability to fix; How to share information with 
your mechanic so the right repairs get performed. 
 The course also covers basic mechanical systems such as drive systems 
(propellers, drive shafts), steering systems, & engine controls. Solutions are 
discussed that you might use for problems that could occur while afloat & away 
from a repair facility. 
 Open discussions welcomed on all related engines & systems. 
 

Register soon. This class is limited to 8 students!! 
Proof of full Covid vaccination is required for all students. 

 
 
Date: Starting Tuesday January 18 for 10 weeks.  
Hours: 7:00 to 9:00 pm 
Location: Westwood Senior Center/Council on Aging, 60 Nahatan Street 
Directions: Fee: $95 for members, $140 nonmembers, includes all materials. 
Registration: register here 
Offered by: Great Blue Hill Sail & Power Squadron, www.abc-gbh.org  
More information: Joseph Kelliher abc@abc-gbh.org, 508 668 8149 
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TELL YOUR BOATING FRIENDS! 
 

$PHULFD¶s 
Boating Course© 

 
Course overview: %RDWLQJ�LV�IDEXORXV�IDPLO\�DFWLYLW\��%XW�\RX�VKRXOGQ¶W�OHDYH�WKH�
dock without basic boating skills. Be sure you have the right safety equipment, 
know the rules of the road and be prepared for the unexpected! 
Now is the time to prepare for next season. Whether you own a 
paddle boat, sail boat or powerboat, this course is designed for 
both skippers and crew alike! $PHULFD¶V�%RDWLQJ�&lub (USPS) 
has taught basic boating courses to well over one million 
students! 
 
Topics covered: Boat handling, state and federal requirements 
and regulations, safety equipment, aids to navigation, charts and 
course plotting, knots, marine radio use, trailering, personal 
watercraft use, and much more. If you are heading out on the 
water let us show you how to do so with skill, confidence and fun! 
 
Instruction includes: A 228 page textbook, charting protractor, dividers, and a 
supplemental home study CD, plus many other handouts. Upon completion of the 
course a certificate will be issued. This is honored by all states for their basic boat 
licensing requirements and most boat insurance companies for premium 
reductions. Those between the ages of 12 and 16 can obtain their Massachusetts 
Powerboat Operators Certificate, but must be accompanied in class by an adult. 
Contact Joe Kelliher (see below) for details.  
 
Dates:  Wednesdays: March 16, 23, 30 April 6 and 13 
   AND 
Dates:  Mondays: April 25, May 2, 9, 16 and 23 
 
Hours:  6:30 to 9:00 pm 
Location:  Walpole Public Library, 143 School Street. 
Fee:  $99. Two people sharing materials $149. 
Registration-2 choices: Register and pay on line at the following site: register here 
OR call or email Joe Kelliher, see below. 
Offered by: Great Blue Hill Sail and Power Squadron www.abc-gbh.org  
More information: Joe Kelliher, 508-668-8149, abc@abc-gbh.org 
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Thank You to our Generous Sponsors for 2020 - 2021! 

Chris & Lynn Jones 
1400 Santuit-Newtown Road 

Cotuit, MA 02635
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